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The President’s Letter
By Tom Bennett – 

Season’s Greetings, Everyone. 
This is a good time to reflect on the 
strides we made this past year and 
the wonderful things ahead of us in 
2012.

Last year we witnessed increased 
attendance at our annual events—
our Crêpe Dinner, our Annual 
General Meeting, and especially our 
picnic to which we invited members 
of other Francophile groups. We 
also added a new event, a reception 
at the Stonington Gallery for our 
members and supporters to meet our 
scholarship winners of recent years. 
Forty people attended this, so we 
hope to make it an annual event.

This growth in interest and numbers 
of people in French activities is 
reflected in the entire community, 
from the expansion of the Bastille 
Day celebration at Seattle Center 
from one day to two, to the 
construction of Pétanque courts in 
Edmonds and the establishment of 
a very active Pétanque club. This is 
just the beginning!

In 2012 we will have the French 
Cultural Season (see other article in 
this issue), the exhibit of paintings 
by Margaux Walker (Seattleite)  
and Anne-Odile Huet (Nantaise), 
a Gauguin exhibit at Seattle Art 
Museum, our sponsorship of a film 
at SIFF, and a major improvement 
to Nantes Park, to name a few.

Daniel Fievez and Chelsea 
Hallenbeck have volunteered to 
work on these projects, bringing 
their enthusiasm and experience 
to bear on them. Would you enjoy 
having a part in some of these 
activities? Please contact Margaret 
Johnson, our volunteer coordinator 
(revedelavie@yahoo.com) to 
volunteer to help with any of these 
activities.

•



Seattle-Nantes Will Sponsor 2012 
Seattle International Film Festival 
By Tom Bennett – Your association will again sponsor a film at the Seattle 
International Film Festival. This relationship will give us special seating at a 
performance of our choice and the opportunity for tie-ins with other French 
film showings. In addition, we will have the opportunity to establish special 
tie-ins with a French Film Festival later in the year. This will be a major event 
which will give us lots of exposure to the public and lots of opportunities for our 
members to participate in the excitement.
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French Cultural Season in Seattle
By Tom Bennett – The French Government has 
planned a “French Cultural Season” in America 
in fall and winter 2012. The proposed offerings 
will include works from the exhibit of works of 
women artists now at the Pompidou Center and a 
yet-to-be-determined exhibit at the Henry Gallery. 
Local dancers from On the Boards will perform 
choreography of Christian Rizzo. The Seattle 
Theatre Group will host four African dancer-
choreographers.

The Seattle International Film Festival will 
collaborate on showing films to complement some 
of the exhibitions and performances. The Seattle 

Memorandum of Understanding between 
Académie de Nantes and the Washington 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
By Tom Bennett – In 2010 representatives from the 
Académie de Nantes and the Washington Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction signed a formal 
agreement to consider partnerships that could help 
students at every grade level learn about the language, 
history, and culture of each of their countries.

In December Misa Bourdoiseau organized a 
workshop for Laurence Besse and Jean-Paul Pacaud 

Symphony under its French conductor Ludovic 
Morlot will complement the exhibits with music, 
such as music by noted French women like Lili 
Boulanger and Germaine Tailleferre, and an 
evening of French silent films accompanied by the 
symphony.

These are just some of the planned events. More 
are proposed, including conferences, lectures, and 
works done cooperatively by students from Nantes 
and Washington. 

Next fall will truly be a season to remember.

from the Académie de Nantes and teachers from 
the ten Washington schools which are presently 
hosting Nantes students under the Memorandum of 
Understanding. Tom Bennett and Marie-Pierre Koban 
also attended this workshop in which the teachers 
discussed what they were doing and ideas for future 
exchanges. This is an area in which we shall see a lot 
more activity between Seattle and Nantes.
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By Margaret Johnson –
Photos by Michael Menkin 

SNSCA Annual General Meeting

About 30 of our members and guests met at the Olive 
and Grape in the Greenwood area for our Annual 
General Meeting on Sunday November 20th. While 
enjoying a glass of wine in the warm and inviting 
surroundings, we visited with old and new friends and 
looked at Alaina McCallum’s photo montage of our 
many activities of the past year.. 

Elizabeth St. Clair, Goldmark Scholarship Recipient 
in 2007, spoke about her time and experiences as 
a student abroad in Nantes and her current work 
utilizing her French in a Customer Service position in 
the Seattle area.  
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We enjoyed a meal of carrot or lentil soup or Greek 
salad, and a choice of entrée such as a gyros platter 
or Turkish meatballs, with the music of Edith Piaf 
playing in the background.  The meal concluded 
with coffee and a dessert choice of either Baklava or 
Tiramisu.

President Tom Bennett reported on the activities of the 
last year as well as future events.  Among other events, 
he mentioned the Stonington event, and recapped 
the projects of Dollars for Scholars, Nantes Park, 
and the School Exchanges with Nantes.  In 2012, the 
Association will be involved in several collaborative 
projects with French artists displaying their works in 
the United States. 
    (continued on page 4)
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Annual General Meeting (cont’d)

Four Board members were re-elected for a two-year 
term: Tom Bennett, Margaret Johnson, Jean Leblon, 
and Alaina McCallum.  

Prior to concluding the event, persons seated in a chair 
with a secretly placed star won a packet of note cards 
designed with pictures from the 30th Anniversary trip 
to Nantes.

Many thanks to Alaina McCallum for her great efforts 
in organizing the AGM Dinner and agenda, and to 
Jaclyn Eruhow-Hagan for inviting a speaker to the 
meeting.  We very much appreciate all volunteer 
involvement.

�

•
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Nantes Park Year End Report
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By Pamela Hughes –

It’s been quite a year for our little pocket park. 
Thanks to the West Seattle Garden Tour and United 
Way’s Day of Caring, the Seattle Parks Department, 
not to mention our own intrepid gardening members, 
much has been accomplished. The full impact will 
be evident in the future as the trees, shrubs and 
perennials grow.

Early in the year, after a tip from member Tad Davis 
and much help and input from both Phil Renfrew and 
Frank Robinson of the Parks Department, I applied 
for a grant from the West Seattle Garden Tour. In the 
meantime, we had two park clean up and weeding 
parties, one by our members and another with 
Findwell Reality, who volunteered through Untied 
Way.

Happily, we were awarded the grant in the amount 
of $1,000 which we waited to use until this fall, 
optimum planting time. Phil Renfrew bought the 
plants on our behalf, which made the most use of the 
money. He also had planted a couple of the larger 
trees and arranged for department help at the grand 
planting party, held in November. 
    (continued on page 6)
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New installations include:
Incense Cedar (8) to hide the back hill, now a 

haven for ivy and blackberries which will be 
eventually shaded and weakened

Western Red Cedar to screen the house on the 
west side

Arborvitae (8) to screen the fence and some of the 
house on the east side

Weeping Alaskan Cedar added to the NE side to 
balance the existing 3 corner ones

Hydrangea Mirranda to climb up the utility pole 
within the park 

Manzanita Sentinel (3) shrubs to fill in holes 
behind wall

Perennials, many, varied provided by Parks 
Department to fill in new bed, where path was 
removed and behind the wall.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Nantes Park (cont’d)
Now, the park looks quite smart, and the major 
improvements will be more apparent as the plantings 
mature. There are ambitious plans for even greater 
changes, which we hope to tackle in the future.

Many, many thanks to all those involved and 
especially the cooperation and help of the Seattle 
Parks Department.

�
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Sixth Annual SNSCA Picnic
By Alaina McCallum – 

The Richmond Beach Saltwater Park in Shoreline 
provided a beautiful backdrop for our sixth annual 
picnic on Sunday, August 1�th. We were in excellent 
company with a near thirty people who attended the 
picnic. Attendees brought their own food to cook 
on the barbeque along with a side dish to share with 
everyone. This year, we extended the invitation to 
members of other French organizations in Seattle 
allowing members to meet new people and share with 
others about Seattle-Nantes. 
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$10
$15
$25
$35
$50
$100
$250
$500

Student
Senior Citizen
Individual
Family
Sponsor
Patron
Donor
Benefactor

Individual Annual Dues
$50
$100
$500

Patron
Donor
Benefactor

Corporate Annual Dues

We have a little over 50 members who are current 
on their dues, that is either renewed last July or 
are due to renew this January. We have another 
30 or so who should have renewed in 2011 and 
who, hopefully, will renew this January.  Those 
of you who have not renewed since 2010 will be 
removed from our mailing list…

Please send your dues to:
 SNSCA
 5108 1st Avenue NW
 Seattle, Wa 98107

If you have any doubt about whether you should 
renew now or if you are “en règle” until January 
2013, do not hesitate to contact me.

Jean-Loup Baer
Membership Chair
jean-loup.baer@seattle-nantes.org
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Renew Your Membership!

Welcome to Our New Member!
To Becky Anderson who has joined SNSCA in 
anticipation of going to Nantes this fall where she 
hopes to find a homestay.  In the meantime she 
would like to talk to people who have been to Nantes 
recently. Her e-mail is rca.classic@gmail.com
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It’s that time of the year again when we are asking you 
to renew your membership. In order to have a common 
schedule for all members, the Board has decided that, 
starting this year, we would ask every member to renew 
in January. Those of you who renewed in July 2011 
won’t have to renew until January 2013 (although 
donations will be gratefully accepted!).

Our dues have remained the same for quite a while now, 
namely:



Petites annonces
--A young female student from Nantes, age 18, 
would like to stay with a family here for a certain 
time during the three weeks beginning in August.

--A male college student will be an intern in a firm 
located in the Southcenter area from April 25 to 
June 25, 2012.  He is 19 and would prefer to stay 
with a family with teenagers.

If you are interested or know someone who might 
be interested in hosting either of these visitors, 
please contact Tom Bennett at tom.bennett@
seattle-nantes.com 
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By Tom Bennett – 

There are many new developments for Seattle-Nantes 
Dollars for Scholars.
 
First of all we have broadened our scope to offer 
scholarships to students from anywhere in the state 
of Washington. I firmly believe that the quality of the 
students reflects the quality of their teachers, and it is 
obvious that quality teachers can be found anywhere. 

With that in mind, we are offering students two new 
ways to get their applications online. Scholarship 
America has set up a website where students from 
anywhere in the country can get information about 
hundreds of scholarships offered by the 1200 Dollars 
for Scholars chapters (including ours) and many other 
local and national organizations. The student fills out 
one application and receives information about all 
the scholarships for which he or she may qualify. The 
student then adds any additional information for the 
specific scholarships of interest, and that completes 
the application process. We hope that the broad 
exposure of this website and the ease of applying will 
bring us many new applicants.

Seattle-Nantes Dollars for Scholars

Concurrently the State of Washington has initiated 
a similar website, WashBoard.org. This site lists 
scholarships available to students in the state of 
Washington. Initially students will not be able to 
apply to our scholarships online, but we plan to use 
this feature in following years. For now students will 
receive information about our scholarships and be 
directed to our website where they can download an 
application.

We plan to have these websites available early in the 
new year. Students will have until April 15 to turn in 
their completed applications.

Before the new web sites are operational, students 
can obtain a copy of our application at www.seattle-
nantesscholars.org.
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Nantes past and present: le Bouffay

Those who have spent time in the Quartier du Bouffay 
have appreciated its architecture and its restaurants. It 
was the cradle of the city of Nantes that grew around 
the maze of streets nestled against the château; and 
visitors know that “on bouffe bien au Bouffay.”  
However, they may not have realized that they had 
entered without border check or passport into a sort 
of ideal republic much like the one Plato imagined. 
They might chance to meet the Gouverneur-Maire, 
or the Chambellan (treasurer), or the Shérif (police 
chief). Those medieval sounding names match 
harmoniously with the statutes of the association: to 
keep the past, or bring it back all in good fun. It was a 
trio of local gay blades, a self proclaimed non-violent 
anarchist, a restaurateur, and an accordion player who, 
in 197�, declared the constitution of the Commune 
libre du Bouffay, the free township of the Bouffay.  
They were joining the ranks of the Communes libres 
de France (see www.communes-libres.fr) that, in 
tribute to the Parisian revolt of 1871 known as La 
Commune, multiplied all over France from the end of 
the nineteenth century through the twentieth.  While 
the origin was a violent revolutionary movement of 
the working class, it has now become everywhere 
a grand festive occasion. The motto of the Bouffay 
commune says it all: Humour, Bonté, Gaieté.  All 
excuses are good for a festival or a carnival, with 
elaborate costumes and joyful feasting: the annual 

États généraux, the vendanges in October and even 
the cutting of the vine in March, the Galette des rois, 
and more. Nantes has another such commune in the 
suburb of St Joseph de Porterie.  Paris has several of 
its own: the Commune Libre des Halles, des Trois 
Hameaux (Mouffetard, Contrescarpe, Montagne 
Sainte-Geneviève), d’Aligre, de Montmartre, du Vieux 
Montmartre, de Ménilmontant, and the République de 
Montmartre.

By Jean Leblon – 
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2012 Officers

www.seattle-nantes.org

President: 
Vice-President: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Corresponding  Secretary: 

SNSCA Board Members

Newsletter Editor: 
Newsletter Layout:

Volunteer Coordinator:
Nantes Park:

Other Positions
Jean Leblon
Maggie McGehee
Margaret Johnson
Tom Bennett pro tem

Board Member Responsibilities
Assoc. General Info:  
Dollars for Scholars:

Events Coordinators:

Historian:
Hosting:

Membership/Website:
Public Relations:

University/Scholarship:

Jaclyn Eruhow-Hagan
Tom Bennett
Jaclyn Eruhow-Hagan
Margaret Johnson
Marie-Pierre Koban

Jean-Loup Baer
Alaina McCallum
Jean Leblon

Tom Bennett
Margaret Johnson
Susan Hulbert
Jaclyn Eruhow-Hagan
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