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Board joins me in thanking Jean 
and Maggie for the excellent job 
they have done for so many 
years. Of course, Jean remains on 
the Board and Alaina, as well as 
the rest of us, will benefit of his 
experience and wisdom. 
Another structural change is that 
we have instituted a Scholarship 
Committee. This Committee, 
under Tom Bennett’s 
Chairmanship, will administer 
the application and selection 
processes for both the Seattle-
Nantes Scholars, including the 
Frances Bennett Endowed 
Scholarship and the Goldmark 
Scholarships. This Committee 
will also supervise fundraising 
activities for these scholarships 
and will keep in touch with 
previous recipients of these 
awards. 
 
In December, the City asked us 
to report on our yearly activities 
and in February, we must submit 
a plan for the upcoming year. 
These yardsticks are good 
exercises that allow us to assess 
the “state” of the Association. 
You have participated in, or at 
least followed through this 
Newsletter, our past activities 
and some of them are reported 
in this issue. I won’t repeat what 
is already in writing. 
 
This year, well on its way 
already, we will continue to 
sponsor activities for our     
____________  
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Our bylaws ask that the Board 
elects its Officers at the first 
Board meeting following the 
Annual General Meeting. The 
minor change in Officers this 
year is that Alaina McCallum is 
our new Secretary taking over 
some of the duties of Susan 
Hulbert who remains as our 
Treasurer. Susan will, in fact, see 
her work as Treasurer being 
expanded by the inclusion of the 
extra financial transactions that 
will occur by our Association 
taking over the management of 
scholarships previously 
administered by Seattle-Nantes 
Dollars for Scholars (For more 
information read: “Seattle-
Nantes Scholarships Have New 
Look”). We thank Susan for 
years of diligently taking 
minutes, preparing the monthly 
“action list” for the Board, and 
for her incisive questions during 
Board meetings so that the 
minutes make sense (could it be 
that the outcomes of discussions 
are not always crystal clear?). 
Margaret Johnson remains as 
Vice-President, Larry Laffrey as 
Corresponding Secretary, and I 
as President. 
 
A major change though is that 
Alaina is taking over the 
editorship of our Newsletter. It 
is certainly a tough act to follow 
Jean Leblon as editor and Maggie 
McGehee as layout specialist, but 
I have no doubt that Alaina will 
prove to be up to the task. The 
Bo 
 

 

By Jean-Loup Baer 
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By Alaina McCallum 
 
I want to thank Jean Leblon for having the vision to establish the Newsletter, which has proven to 

be an important outlet for documenting the Associations activities. In the process of passing on 

the duties of the newsletter onto me, Jean has been incredibly helpful. Also, there is a big thanks 

to Maggie McGehee for doing the layout of the newsletter in since October 2009.  

This issue of Nantesense is still a work in progress as I create a new look for the newsletter.  

Many of the newsletter’s elements will remain the same, such as the President’s Letter, recaps on 

past events, and feature articles. In this issue, Jean Leblon wrote an great article about former 

Nantes mayor, Jean-Marc Ayrault.  I also wrote an article examining language instruction in 

Washington and the Académie de Nantes. 

In future newsletters, I aspire to have greater collaboration with Nantais. In this issue, you will 

find a small segment titled “News from Nantes,” which gives a look at past and future events in 

Nantes.
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members and guests such as the Crêpe Dinner 

(already eaten) and the July Picnic on a Sunday as 

close as possible to Bastille Day. Of course, we 

will have our Annual General Meeting in 

November. We will participate in the French Fest 

at the Seattle Center (March 23rd) continuing our 

tradition of selling used French books with the 

proceeds benefiting our scholarships (look for us 

upstairs) and in May we will sponsor a French 

Film at SIFF.  We plan to put a significant effort in 

publicizing our scholarships and in fundraising 

for them. The process has already started. We will 

also help as much as possible in finding individual 

and group exchanges for high school and college 

students. We will continue to maintain Nantes 

Park and hopefully make some progress on its 

improvement. 

There are events that we can get involved in but 

for which planning is iffy because details are only 

known at the last minute. However, we are most 

happy to publicize/sponsor them and often we 

can help with their realizations. Read the 

announcements and check our Web site 

periodically. For example, in May we might 

sponsor a special night at a yet unknown gallery 

for an exhibit from an artist from Nantes; in the 

spring, a high school contingent from Nantes 

headed by Mariette Cassourret (the Présidente of 

Nantes-Seattle) will visit a high-school in Auburn 

and it would be great to host them for an evening; 

in October, SIFF usually presents a French Film 

festival and this is a good opportunity to attend a 

film as a group; in sum to use one of my favorite 

quotes from the Nobel Laureate physicist Niels 

Bohr:  “Prediction is difficult, especially about the 

future” but we always have pleasant surprises. 

P.S. For those of you who read this Newsletter 

and have not renewed their 2014 membership, 

please do so! 

 



 
 

 

 

By Alaina McCallum 
 
On Sunday, November 17, thirty-two SNSCA 
members and guests gathered to reflect on the 
year at the Annual General Meeting. North City 
Bistro and Wine Shop provided a wonderful 
backdrop for the evening’s events.  
 
The evening began with a social hour for 
mingling and enjoying light appetizers. For 
dinner, the attendees had a choice of pesto 
linguini or cod Florentine to accompany a glass 
of wine or beverage choice.  Following the main 
course, President Jean-Loup Baer gave a 
rundown of the year’s events and administered 
the reelection of the board. Board members 
Alaina McCallum, Margaret Johnson, Jean-Loup 
Baer, Tom Bennett, and Marie-Pierre Koban 
were re-elected to the Board for a two-year 
term. 
 
While everyone enjoyed the orange zest crème 
brûlée for dessert, Sebrena Burr began the 
program for the evening. Sebrena Burr, a 
descendant of a unique Nantais family, gave a 
presentation about the recent Noisette family 
reunion in Nantes. She spoke about the 
connections she made with her French relatives 
and those involved with the Nantes-Seattle 
Sister City Association, such as Mariette 
Cassouret.  
 
The evening concluded with Randy Revelle 
giving a brief history of how Seattle and Nantes 
became sister cities. In 1980, Randy was 
member of Seattle City Council and was on a 

committee to establish a sister city relationship 
with a French city. The selection was primarily 
between Nancy and Nantes. The geographic and 
economic similarities between Seattle and 
Nantes became relevant factors in the selection 
process.  
 
Thanks to everyone who was able to attend and 
to North City Bistro who has become a very 
pleasant and reliable location for our Annual 
General Meeting in recent years. 
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By Tom Bennett 
  
We have brought all our scholarship 
activities under the direction of Seattle-
Nantes Sister City Association and have 
severed our ties with the national 
scholarship organization. The national 
program was a great help getting us started 
on our new scholarships, but has now 
imposed requirements which do not fit the 
kind of scholarships we offer and the small 
size of our operation. 
 
An advantage of this consolidation to you, 
our supporters, is that you can choose the 
type of scholarship you wish to support. At 
present, the choices are the Goldmark 
Scholarship for university study in Nantes, 
the Seattle-Nantes Scholarships for study at 
a college or university in Washington, or a 
donation to be applied wherever there is the 
greatest need. How you direct your 
donations will let us know where we should 
invest our resources. 

 
This new arrangement will also let us 
publicize all our scholarships together, 
which should increase the number of 
qualified applicants we can reach. We are 
looking forward to an exciting future. 
If you would like to contribute to one of 
these scholarships, you can make out a check 
to Seattle-Nantes Sister City Association and 
send it to: 
 
 Seattle-Nantes Scholars 
 c/o Tom Bennett 
 500 Elm Way #48 
 Edmonds, WA 98020 
 
If you know any people who might be 
interested in applying for a scholarship, 
please ask them to look at www.seattle-
nantesscholars.org. 

 

 

 

By Jean Leblon 
 
When Jean-Marc Ayrault came to Seattle some 
years ago, he was as Mayor of Nantes bringing us 
the greetings of our sister city.  Now he is the 
Prime Minister of France, second in command in 
the French Republic cabinet, and bras droit of 
President François Hollande. 
 
He was born in 1950 in Maulévrier, a small town 
near Cholet, in the département of Maine et Loire, 
about 40 miles south-east of Nantes. He went to 
lycée (high school) in Cholet, then to Nantes 
University where he majored in German; he also 
spent a term at the University of Würzburg in 
Bavaria. Having obtained his teacher’s diploma, 
he taught German from 1973 to 1986, in Saint-
Herblain, a suburb of Nantes, where he still 
maintains his private residence. 
 

While he was teaching, his political career began 
early. Having joined the Socialist Party in 1971, 
he was elected in 1976 to the General Council of 
the Loire-Atlantique département, and he 

This new arrangement will also let us 
publicize all our scholarships together, 
which should increase the number of 
qualified applicants we can reach. We are 
looking forward to an exciting future. 
If you would like to contribute to one of 
these scholarships, you can make out a 
check to Seattle-Nantes Sister City 
Association and send it to: 
 
 Seattle-Nantes Scholars 
 c/o Tom Bennett 
 500 Elm Way #48 
 Edmonds, WA 98020 
 
If you know any people who might be 
interested in applying for a scholarship, 
please ask them to look at www.seattle-
nantesscholars.org. 
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became Mayor of Saint Herblain in 1977. At the 
age of 27, he was the youngest mayor of a French 
city of more than 30,000 inhabitants. He became 
a member of the executive board of the PS (Parti 
Socialiste) in 1981; he was elected to the National 
Assembly in 1986 as representative of the Loire-
Atlantique, and was consistently re-elected in 
subsequent elections while he was mayor of 
Nantes, a possibility in France due to the 
allowance of plurality (cumul) of positions which 
allows the dual function and title of député 
maire.* Elected mayor in 1989, he was re-elected 
three times in 1995, 2001, and 2008, another 
record for mayor of a grande ville. Since 2012, as 
Prime Minister, he cannot be Mayor of Nantes 
anymore… for now. 

When he became mayor, while some signs of 
Nantes’ renaissance were already in place, such 
as the re-introduction of the tramway, the Cité 
des Congrès (a convention center), the Lieu 
unique (a cultural center in the former LU 
cookies factory), the Folle journée (a festival of 
classical music), and the Festival des trois 
continents (a film festival), he is credited with 
having favored their maintenance and support. 
Over his years as mayor, he championed the 
renovation of the center of the town, in such sites 
as the Place Saint-Pierre, Cours des 50 Otages, 
and the Place Royale. He signed on the further 
development of public transport: new tramway 
lines, reserved bus lanes, city wide pick-and-drop 
bicycle stations.  He encouraged the revival of the 
memory of Nantes’ prominent place in the slave 
trade which culminated in the Mémorial de 
l’abolition de l’esclavage in 2012.  

 

Another one of his major accomplishments was 
the establishment of the urban community of 
Nantes Métropole, the territorial and 
administrative integration of Nantes and 24 
townships counting roughly 600,000 inhabitants 
on an area of over 200 square miles. 
Notwithstanding his new responsibilities, he has 
kept a strong sense of loyalty and duty towards 
his city and region. Currently, he is particularly 
active in the discussions concerning the building 
of a new international airport to replace the 
current airport which is very close to the city and 
getting overcrowded. The project has been on the 
books since 1963 and a strong opposition to it 
has been active since 1972. The “pros” talk of the 
noise, the pollution, the traffic and the dangers of 
the existing facility; the “cons” speak of the loss of 
some 5,000 acres of rich agricultural land, dozens 
of cattle farms and farmers’ livelihood. Violent 
clashes on the ground and sharp criticism in the 
press have not deterred the former mayor. Jean-
Marc Ayrault will fulfil his present duties with his 
now legendary steadfastness, and we should be 
confident that, when his political fortune takes a 
turn, he will return to the city from which he has 
become inseparable.      
 
 
* In which député does not mean deputy as in “deputy 
sheriff” in the US, but as a member of the Assemblée 
nationale much as a representative or congressman in 
the US.  
 



 
 

 

By Margaret Johnson 
 
The Association held the annual crêpe dinner on Sunday, February 9th again at the Crepe Café and Wine 
Bar in the Ravenna neighborhood of Seattle.  About 20 members and guests gathered for the Chandeleur 
celebration.   
 
In the open cooking area, the owner of the restaurant, who is originally from Morocco, prepared the 
crêpes.  Guests had the choice of either a Swiss cheese, Black Forest ham and Bechamel sauce crêpe or a 
crêpe with Roma tomatoes, spinach, Swiss cheese and sun-dried tomato coulis.  Dessert crêpes were 
either Nutella banana or Blueberry with house made blueberry compote, and each was topped with 
vanilla whipped cream.   
 
Thanks to all who came and we hope to see even more members and guests next time. 

  



 
 

 

 

 
Seattle’s celebration of French-Speaking cultures will be held at the Seattle Center Armory on 
Sunday, March 23rd from 11am to 6pm. The festival helps raise awareness of francophone 
cultures and traditions through live music, dance performances, cuisine, and informational 
booths. SNSCA will have a table and book sale located on the Mezzanine Level of the Armory. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
We welcome the following members who have joined the Association since the last newsletter: 
 
  Jacky Faucheux 

  Patricia Gave 

  Alice and Andrew Greene 

  Susan, Andy, and Alex Kegel 

 

Roxane Lewis 

Linda McCallum 

Robin Noisette 

Tom Waite 

 

Mariette Cassouret (President of Nantes-Seattle-
Jacksonville), Robert Tate from Seattle (Consul of 
the United States for Western France), and the 
Dockers (Nantes’ American football team) were 
among the sixty people who watched a live 
broadcast of the Super Bowl in Nantes.   

Every five years since 1956 Nantes has 
hosted the prestigious floral event, 
Floralies Internationales. This year the 
event will be held from May 8th to 18th. 
Visitors of the event have the opportunity 
to discover ornate plant displays 
designed by gardeners from all over 
France and around the world.  
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By Alaina McCallum 
 
Languages have an important role in a globalized 
world yet the emphasis on world language 
instruction is not always reflective of the 
demands. This article will examine this topic by 
looking at world language instruction in the 
public secondary schools of Washington and the 
Académie de Nantes.  
 
Each region has a different stance on mandatory 
world language instruction; in Washington it is 
not required, while in the Académie de Nantes it 
is required and also offers students the 
opportunity to obtain a dual diploma that 
emphasizes the language and culture of the 
corresponding country. The existing sister city 
relationship between Seattle and Nantes, as well 
as a bilateral academic agreement between 
Washington’s Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OPSI) and the Académie de Nantes, 
provides an interesting focal point of comparison. 
Both regions are aware of the necessity to 
respond to globalization through the use of world 
language instruction, though the effectiveness of 
implementing relevant languages is a continual 
process. 
 
The memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
between OPSI and the Académie de Nantes 
formed in 2010. The MOU outlines the 
motivations and goals of the accord and justifies 
the teaching of English in France and French in 
the US. The relationship has initiated projects 
such as school and teacher exchanges, video 
conferences, and social media interactions via 
Facebook and blogs.  
 
English is the most learned language in the 
Académie de Nantes; 95% of students choose 
English as their first world language, which has 
cultural, economic, and political influences. 
Generally, French students begin a second world 
language before entering high school; 75% of 
students choose Spanish as a second world 
language. The Académie de Nantes offers 
___________  
 
 

 
binational high school diplomas with the 
neighboring countries of Germany, Spain, and 
Italy. The three other countries on France’s 
border (Belgium, Luxembourg, and Switzerland) 
have French as one of their official languages. The 
teaching of other European languages promotes 
communication within the European Union, 
which implies strong political and economic 
motivation.  
 
Another example of how the Académie de Nantes 
is responding to the needs of globalization is 
through the opening of an international high 
school that is set to open for the 2014-15 
academic year. The high school will specialize in 
languages and tourism with the aim of attracting 
Nantais students interested in working abroad as 
well as international students interesting in 
working in the Nantais region. A 2012 European 
Commission survey concluded that a majority of 
French cite that the main advantage of learning a 
world language is to use it for work, yet world 
languages are more regularly used for vacations 
abroad and for engaging with media than for 
work.  
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The use of world language skills is not exclusive 
for maintaining functionality in a global context, 
but it is increasingly important domestically, as 
Washington and the US become more culturally 
diverse. The report, Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st 
Century, presents the advantages of world 
language instruction using the five Cs: 
communication, culture, connections, 
comparison, and communities. The title of the 
report establishes the stance that world 
languages have a role in the current era. Policy 
makers and schools in Washington have made 
strides in expanding awareness of world 
language instruction in the last ten years. There 
was no collective data pertaining to the world 
languages taught in Washington prior to a 2004 
survey published by OSPI, Washington 
Association for Language Teaching, and 
Washington State Coalition for International 
Education. Addition surveys have sequentially 
followed. The surveys provide a resource for 
politicians, school districts, and principals to 
consult in order to gain perspective on the status 
of world language instruction.  
  
US Committee for Economic Development 
emphasizes the value of learning a world 
language yet there is not an active effort to make 
it a priority in curriculum. Twenty-eight percent 
of Washington high schools do not offer any 
world languages courses. Of the high schools that 
teach world languages, 95% offer Spanish. 
Washington also has an MOU with Spain that 
focuses on the Spanish language and Hispanic 
culture. The strong presence of Spanish in 
language instruction is motivated by cultural 
influences, as Spanish is not listed as one of the 
critical languages, eg Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, and 
Japanese. These are the least commonly taught 

languages in Washington, but Chinese is 
increasing in popularity. Ten percent of high 
schools who offer world languages teach Chinese. 
The opening of the Confucius Institute of 
Washington in 2010 is one contributor to the 
supporting the expansion of learning Chinese. 
French is the second most studied language in 
Washington high schools. 
 
Funding is one of the challenges that prevents the 
installation of world languages as a graduation 
requirement in Washington. Legislation from 
2009 approved to increase high school 
graduation requirements to include two credits 
of a world language, though legislation stipulated 
that the changes must not cause additional cost 
to the school district unless there is funding 
approval. Due to the funding contingency, the 
policy remains unadopted. Reports emphasis the 
value of world languages, though it continues to 
lack priority compared to the traditional, 
mandatory disciplines. 
 
In Washington and the Académie de Nantes 
efforts are growing to expand language learning 
beyond the classroom and apply language to a 
larger experience. The factors that influence 
these decisions are multi-faceted. The dual 
diplomas offered by the Académie de Nantes 
provide the students with a stronger footing 
when seeking employment in the corresponding 
country. Businesses and education 
administration recognize the growing value of 
languages such as Chinese, though the 
effectiveness of implementing the new critical 
languages is a slow process. Languages have not 
typically been deemed a high priority in the 
Washington education system, and in times of 
deep budget cuts, their status is in even greater 
jeopardy. 

  

 
 

French Fest will be Sunday, March 23rd from 11am to 6pm at the Seattle Center Armory. 
 

 

 
 

SNSCA will sponsor a French film during the Seattle International Film Festival in May. 
 

 

 

 

The Annual Pique-nique will be at Madrona Park (853 Lake Washington Blvd) on Sunday, July 13th. 
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