
 

Seattle-Nantes 
Sister City Association 
 
March 2013 

Nantesense 
 
 

Contents 
President’s Letter…….1 

A Note from the 

Editor…………….…..2 

Thank You to Seattle-

Nantes………………..3 

Nantes selected as 

European Green Capital 

for 2013……………...4 

Photo Gallery: Green 

Transport in Nantes….4 

A slice of history from 

the beginning of our 

Association, 30 years 

later………………….6 

SNSCA Annual General 

Meeting…………….10 

La Chandeleur……...11 

Thank you from Sylvia 

Stellmacher………...11 

Our Latest French 

Adventures…………12 

 
 
 

President’s Letter 
 
By Jean-Loup Baer – 
 
My first act as president is a 
pleasant one: to recognize the 
wonderful job that Tom Bennett 
has done in leading our 
Association for the last three 
years. Among his many 
accomplishments are the 
celebration of the 30th 
Anniversary of Seattle-Nantes 
with delegations from both cities 
visiting and hosting each other, 
the strengthening of our cultural 
activities, and his representing 
Seattle at the dedication of the 
Memorial to the End of Slavery 
and Slave Trade (you’ll hear more 
about this shortly). 
 
In reviewing Tom’s 
accomplishments and upon 
writing my first column as your 
President I am reminded of the 
main goals of our Association: 
advance educational, cultural and 
commercial relations between 
Seattle and Nantes, and also 
inform and educate the public 
about our sister city. However, 
since Nantes is part of France, we 
should not hesitate to expand our 
activities to include the (co-) 
sponsorship, when appropriate, of 
activities related to “French 
culture”.  As part of the Sister City 
overall program it behooves us to 
publicize and sometimes  

 
 
 
participate in events that are 
relevant to the Sister City 
philosophy. Last but not least, 
membership in our Association 
also provides the opportunity 
for social gatherings among 
Francophiles, be it at a crêpe 
dinner or in cleaning up Nantes 
Park. 
 
Two recent events are good 
examples of what we can do. A 
few weeks ago I received an e-
mail from my counter-part, 
Mariette Cassourret, President 
of Nantes-Seattle. She was 
informing me that a young 
professional Nantais, member of 
her Association, was in Seattle 
for a Microsoft conference and 
wished to talk to someone from 
Seattle-Nantes. In a last minute 
arrangement I was able to have 
a drink with him in a Belltown 
bar and we had a wonderful 
conversation. In some sense this 
pleasant experience is what the 
people-to-people aspect of the 
“jumelage” (twinning) between 
cities is all about.  I am looking 
forward to having a longer 
encounter with him and 
hopefully several of you when 
he comes back next year.  
 
             (continued on next page) 

www.seattle-nantes.org 
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President’s Letter  (cont’d) 
As a second example at the other end of 
the spectrum of our activities, the SNSCA 
Board voted at its February meeting to 
continue to sponsor a French film at the 
SIFF festival. As the SIFF representative told 
us, it would be great if they selected a movie 
filmed in Nantes, or about Nantes or even 
Brittany, but the odds are not in our favor. 
Even so, our sponsorship gives us the 
opportunity to make our Association better 
known to a public interested in French culture. 
As a bonus, our members can sit together 
during the presentation of the film and we can 
gather afterwards over beer or a glass of wine 
for an impromptu review of what we just saw. 
 
I would be remiss if in this first letter I was not 
making an appeal to you, the members of  

 Seattle-Nantes. As a small non-profit 
organization we rely on members, doubling up 
as volunteers, to organize and attend the 
Events that we sponsor. The good news is that 
with very few exceptions, our 60 or so active 
members have participated in at least one 
event in 2012. The not so good news is that 
some events, including those specifically for the 
membership, are attended quite sparsely by 
our own. Furthermore, we need to attract more 
students and young professionals who would 
energize the Association.  
 
So share with us your ideas to enliven the 
Association. Let us know what you would like 
us to do even if it seems far-fetched or 
unrealistic. There is no warranty that we would 
be able to follow up but if you do not ask, how 
can we satisfy you? 
 

A Note from the Editor 
 

 

 

By Jean Leblon -  
 
This issue of Nantesense is unusual in several 
ways. First off in its format.  Maggie, our page 
setter, experienced a "fatal" crash of her usual 
software, with no possibility of fixing it. I 
believe you will nonetheless find it easy to 
read this issue, thanks to Maggie’s patient and 
creative work.  
 
Another special object was to address to Tom 
Bennett a deeply felt thank-you for all he has 
done on behalf of our association’s projects 
and activities.  But we are also saying to him 
"Ce n’est qu’un au-revoir" as we know that he 
will continue to give his time and effort to the 
SNSCA. 
 
At the same time, we are welcoming our new 
president, Jean-Loup Baer, who has been with 
us many years during which we have 
benefited from his wise counsel, his gently  
assertive manner of guiding our way, and his 
many personal contributions to our activities.  

  
 
This issue includes two unusually long articles, 
both well worth reading. In one of them, Joan 
Lonay Chapa, a founding member of our 
association,  recalls an event of great meaning 
30 years ago when our sister city welcomed 
our first delegation to Nantes.  The other article 
is not about Nantes, but is a francophile’s 
delight.  Susan Hulbert came back from her last 
yearly trip through France and Europe with her 
husband Tom, having visited  some amazing 
spots, such as Les Baux de Provence.  Susan has 
been our faithful secretary-treasurer for many 
years, and her enthusiasm has never wavered. 
 
I cannot end without offering Maggie McGehee 
my deepest appreciation for her technical 
know-how and her unfailing patience and good 
humour. Over the years, her dedication to this 
newsletter has been a model of volunteer 
service.   
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Thank You to Seattle-Nantes  
Members and Board 
 

By Tom Bennett – 
  

Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to serve as your president for the past 
three years. It was a great time to be involved in the many very special activities which 
took place. None of these would have been possible without the hard work of so many of 
you who contributed your ideas, skills, and time to make so many good things happen. 
  
I truly thank all of you for your support, and look forward to remaining active on the 
board. 
 

 

 
Vice President Margaret Johnson presents outgoing President  
Tom Bennett with a thank you present from the Board 
 

 
Engraved wine box presented to Tom Bennett, with thanks from the Association 
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Nantes selected as European Green 
Capital for 2013 
 

The French city of Nantes has been named 
winner of the European Green Capital 
award for 2013. The European 
Commission’s award scheme encourages 
cities to improve the quality of urban life 
by systematically taking the environment 
into account in urban planning.  
 
Nantes, France’s sixth largest city with a 
population of 285,000, has successfully 
linked its green and blue urban areas, 
integrating urban challenges with a 
location on two major rivers (the Loire 
and the Erdre), through a sustainable 
water management program. Several  

 Natura 2000 and other nature conservation 
areas border the city, and conservation of 
the flora and fauna is a key concern for its 
population. 
 
Nantes has a long established integrated 
and sustainable transport policy with a 
focus on public transport and cycling, and 
was the first French city to successfully 
reintroduce electric trams. Its ambitious 
transport policy has reduced air pollution, 
and a new climate plan aims to cut CO2 
emissions by a quarter by 2020. One novel 
initiative for citizens’ health is an allergy 
risk evaluation system, in the form of an 
experimental “pollen watch garden.” 
 

 

Photo Gallery: Green Transport in Nantes 

  
The Nantes Navibus (waterbus) carries passengers on the Loire and Erdre 
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Tramway de Nantes – CAF streetcar Incentro tramcar, operating over grass to reduce 

polluted stormwater runoff 

 

Nantes's Transport de l'Agglomération Nantaise (TAN) operates buses on dedicated street right-of-

way. This well-regarded Bus Rapid Transit system keeps the bus separate from traffic congestion, and 

allows passengers to pay fares before boarding to reduce delay  (image from City of Nantes, 

www.thetransportpolitic.com/2011/05/25/the-silly-argument-over-brt-and-rail/ )  
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A slice of history from the beginning of 
our Association, 30 years later… 
 

By Joanne Lonay Chapa – 

After 30 years the “Eyes of Chief Seattle” exhibit has retired and the new exhibit “Ancient 

Shores, Changing Tides” dedicated to the preservation of a cultural heritage and the 

continued inspirations of contemporary native art, takes its place.   

With a warm feeling of pride matching the beautiful warmth of a late summer’s day I 

attended the inauguration of the new Suquamish Museum this past September 14th.   Timed 

to coincide with the visit of Seattle’s first Official Delegation to Nantes, it was now exactly 

thirty years after the original “Eyes of Chief Seattle” exhibit had opened in the late summer 

of 1982 at the Musée des Ducs de Bretagne, following its opening at the Museum of History 

and Industry in Seattle earlier that spring.   

Our friends on the curatorial staff at the museum in Nantes, Daniel Samson and Jean-Paul 

LeMaguet, were anxious to have a reciprocal exhibit on the history of Seattle to honor our 

recent twinning; and they were especially keen to learn more about our First People, 

Seattle’s earliest inhabitants.    What ensued was an extremely fortunate collaboration 

between the Museum of History & Industry and the Suquamish Tribal Cultural Center 

which enabled our Association to dovetail on the tribe’s ongoing original research as well 

as to contribute to the growth of their legacy.                                         (continued on next page) 
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A slice of history…  (cont’d) 

The tribe had assembled an archive of historical photographs, oral histories and written 

records unique to this area.   Given the challenge to create the first interpretive exhibit ever 

done of Seattle’s native peoples at the Museum of History & Industry, and then to actually 

get it safely to Nantes and returned to the Tribe, brings back many memories to me of our 

Association from this time.  We had 7 crates of objects [including a large model of a war 

canoe] and photographs valued at over $32,000.   We had to convert all the museum panels 

into French and contribute to the reproduction of all the photos and information panels.  In 

retrospect, it is amazing given no budget at the beginning, how so many of our members 

and of the community at large, stepped up voluntarily to help in any way they could.   

It’s nostalgic I admit, but fun to relive the energy and remember a few of those who 

contributed,  ie: especially the seminal roles of Carey Caldwell and Charles Sigo, Director 

and Curator of the Suquamish Tribal Cultural Center at that time;  next, Howard Nostrand’s  

hand-written P.S. on a note to the Day Break Star Center inviting them to join our 

delegation and bring a Native American storyteller and dancers to the Nantes ceremonies;  

François Kissel’s gigantic 2ft square chocolate cake at the riverside chateau where the 

dancers performed;  the scrupulous work of Annie Goldmark, Margarita Kjerbol and Erica 

Nieder in rendering the museum panels and slide show audio tape into French;  the 

support of Barbara Thomas at the Seattle Arts Commission for funds to do the typesetting, 

print and mount the actual panels that would be shipped to Nantes, plus produce over 30 

16x30 photos and photo-murals; the superb photo-technical and curatorial services of Rod 

Slemmons at MoHI and the Institute of Museum Services;  Les McKim for hand-carrying  

the four large vinyl photo-murals  to the Chateau des Ducs;  Scandinavian Airlines for 

coming through with the  fare to ship the seven crates and Alain Huitric for making them! 

then me, who for two years lived and breathed the role of “responsable de sa coordination 

et de sa rédaction”.    By the host of such strong reeds are the best baskets woven.   

In the process the Suquamish earned international acclaim, and their cultural center has 

since won national recognition for its study of Native American peoples and their struggle 

to adapt to the ways of a foreign culture.  Upon the exhibit’s return to the Suquamish 

Museum, it was greatly expanded with artifacts from the community and other museums in 

the Puget Sound area.  In 1984 their award-winning media production “Come Forth 

Laughing: Voices of the Suquamish People” added a new dimension by bringing to life the 

voices of elders quoted extensively in the exhibit.   Their beautiful 56-page exhibit 

catalogue which mentions that the exhibit traveled to Nantes, France, as part of the Seattle-

Nantes Sister City program, had its second printing in 1992, and is the source of historical 

references  here.       

                                                                                                                                 (continued on next page) 
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A slice of history…  (cont’d) 

As announced in the tribe’s press release, the new Suquamish Museum is triple the size of 

the previous facility and features two galleries, a performance space, museum store and 

outside learning areas.  Inside, the largest gallery houses the new permanent exhibit 

“Ancient Shores – Changing Tides”.  In it symbolic motifs denote the cultural life of the 

Suquamish over the past, present, and into the future.  The new exhibit includes objects 

owned by the Suquamish Museum, many never before exhibited, and those on loan from 

Suquamish families and other museums.   Lushootseed, the language of the Suquamish and 

other Coast Salish tribes, is woven into the new exhibit because learning about their culture 

is best accomplished by hearing the voices of tribal elders.   

 

The opening of this $7.5 million 9,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility holds special 

significance for the Suquamish.  Its design follows the traditional aesthetic architecture of 

Coast Salish peoples with Cedar log construction and siding linking it to the surrounding 

native forest.  The museum is the last major project in the Suquamish Cultural Resurgence  

                                                                                                                                (continued on next page) 
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A slice of history…  (cont’d) 

Capital Campaign, launched in late 2005.  This included improvements to the Chief Seattle 

Gravesite, the creation of the Veterans Memorial, the House of Awakened Culture along the 

shore, their community dock, an early learning center and ball fields.  The tribe also 

aggressively pursues habitat conservation and resource preservation.  Exterior exhibit 

sheds will house wood carving and weaving demonstration areas.  Thereby, the practice of 

both of these activities which historically have provided housing, tools, transportation, 

clothing, storage containers and decorative arts, will continue to be conserved and 

advanced.   

Now, a first-class museum and cultural center exists to promote the continued research 

and enrichment of this culture, and the sharing of its legacy with the rest of the community.  

It is worthy to remember that our Association played a small, but important part in this 

unfolding saga of endurance and self-determination.  It was a privilege for me to have been 

invited to the Grand Opening celebration of their most recent achievement, the new 

Suquamish Museum.    

For more information about the new museum see www.SuquamishMuseum.org or call 

(360)394.8499.  The museum is located on the corner of Suquamish Way and Division 

Street in the Suquamish village, just over the Agate Pass Bridge from the north end of 

Bainbridge Island onto the Kitsap Peninsula.    

“The Eyes of Chief Seattle” exhibit catalogue, copyright 1985 by The Suquamish Museum 

and published by the Suquamish Museum,   ISBN 0-9634706-0-4.                        . 

 

  

http://www.suquamishmuseum.org/
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SNSCA Annual General Meeting 

 
By Margaret Johnson and Tom Bennett – 

On Sunday November 18, 2012, about 22 of our members and guests met at the North City 

Bistro and Wine Shop in Shoreline for our Annual General Meeting. While enjoying a glass 

of wine in the cozy and inviting surroundings, we visited with old and new friends.  

 

We enjoyed a meal of either Mediterranean White Fish or Tarragon Crusted Chicken 

Breast, concluding with Dulce de Leche for dessert.  The restaurant is a visual wonder with 

the many wine bottles on display, and there was lively French music playing in the 

background.   

 

President Tom Bennett reported on the activities of the last year as well as future events.  

Among other events, he mentioned the Stonington event, recapped the projects of Dollars 

for Scholars, Nantes Park, and the School Exchanges with Nantes.   In addition, several new 

events that member Daniel Fievez helped in large part to organize included the 1930’s 

Paris Jazz night with music and dancing to the music of Touché in June, and the French 

Opera Pique-Nique in August.  Tom also mentioned the Association’s ongoing support of 

the Seattle International Film Festival, and several collaborative projects with French 

artists in which the Association was involved in 2012.  

 

A great highlight of the meeting was Tom’s condensed but very informative talk about his 

trip to Nantes in March 2012 for the dedication of the Slave Trade Memorial.  Tom’s slide 

show and comments gave a brief but enlightening history of the Slave Trade ties to Nantes, 

and the importance of the Memorial in our sister city.  He plans to give an even more in-

depth discussion in the near future. 

 

Four Board members were re-elected for a two-year term: Susan Hulbert, Jean Leblon, 

Garrett Studhalter, and Daniel Fievez.  Larry Laffrey, a first time attendee to the AGM and 

brand new member that evening, also became a Board Member. 

 

We had yet another enjoyable evening together and hope to see you all next year for the 

AGM. 
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La Chandeleur 
 

By Margaret Johnson – 

 

Seattle-Nantes members and friends 

gathered on Sunday, February 10th for our 

annual crêpe dinner. We held it this year 

at the Crepe Café and Wine Bar in the 

Ravenna neighborhood of Seattle.  Under 

recent new ownership, the café was open 

exclusively to our Association for the 

Chandeleur celebration.   

 

 Bottles of French wine and liquor adorned 

the shelves above the open cooking area, 

and guests could watch the owner artfully 

prepare the dinner and dessert crêpes. The 

menu for our event consisted of a savory 

salad, dinner crêpe with a choice of 3 

fillings, chocolate or lemon zest dessert 

crêpe, and a glass of hard or sparkling 

cidre.  Thank you to everyone who came 

and made it such a nice event! 

 
  

Thank you from Sylvia Stellmacher, 
Goldmark Scholarship recipient 
 

 

 Dear Seattle-Nantes Sister City 
Association, 

   

  
Thank you for your continued support in 
my year-long studies in Nantes. It is 
amazing to think that I have already 
been here for six months and what a 
great six months it has been! It’s starting 
to feel like spring here with some 
warmer weather, sunshine and 
meadows of crocus and daffodils 
blooming in Parc de la Gaudinière, just a 
5 minute walk from my residence hall. 
My classes are difficult to say the least as 
I am taking Biochimie, Physiologie, 
Biologie Moléculaire et Biologie 
Cellulaire. The style of teaching is  
 

  
much different here compared to 
equivalent courses at the University of 
Washington, but I am still learning a 
lot and making the most of my 
experience in France.  I will most 
likely remain in Nantes through the 
end of May at a minimum, then travel 
a bit with friends in June. I look 
forward to working with the 
Association when I return this 
summer! Thanks again! 
 
À bientôt, 
Sylvia Stellmacher 
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Our Latest French Adventures  
 

By Susan Hulbert – Pictures taken by Susan Hulbert and Tom Redding 
 
Last October, my husband, Tom Redding, and I visited France and Italy. We were looking 

for mountains, medieval villages and Roman ruins. We found all of these things and more in 

south-east France. We flew to Nice and headed east beyond the French/Italian border to 

Genoa; we traveled north in Italy through the Aosta Valley, and drove through the Mont 

Blanc tunnel to France. We stayed near Thonon-Les-Bains, Mercer Island’s sister city, and 

visited Chillon Castle in Switzerland. Then we turned west and south to loop back around 

to Nice. We visited some spectacular places in France. I would like to report on my three 

favorites.  

 

On the way to Italy at the beginning of our trip, we turned north at Menton, France and 

drove up the Roya Valley to Tende, France, which is quite close to the Italian border. We 

loved the scenery — narrow gorges with steep walls on both sides along the winding road. 

Tende is a very pretty little Italian-style medieval mountain town, with the houses grouped 

tightly together on the 

side of the mountain. It 

has been referred to as 

a village empilé, a 

stacked village. I loved 

the narrow streets and 

vaulted passageways. 

We drove up through 

the Col de Tende, a 

mountain pass going 

across the border, to 

reach Fort Central. The 

buildings of Fort 

Central were made of 

stone and brick in the 

late 1800’s. One of 

them looked like a 

castle; it even had a 

moat. The view of the Roya Valley was spectacular; we could see the lay of the land clearly 

because there were few trees that high. We also visited another beautiful village empilé, 

Saorge, with its monastery sitting above the village. I enjoyed the colors—soft yellows, 

oranges and pinks—which seem to dominate all the villages.             (continued on next page) 

Fort Central at the Col de Tende 
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Our Latest French Adventures  (cont’d) 

 

After our tour of northern Italy and the Thonon-Les-Bains area, we drove to Vienne, France. 

What a delightful city! It’s located on the Rhône River about 20 miles south of Lyon, and has 

several Roman ruins and a spectacular cathedral. The Roman theatre was closed so we 

climbed the hill behind it and 

were rewarded with a 

spectacular view of not only 

the theatre, but the whole 

city! We walked down to the 

Jardin de Cybèle and saw 

remains from a 

neighborhood of the old 

Gallo-Roman town: archways 

from a portico that was part 

of the forum, and other 

foundations. From there we 

walked to the Augustus and 

Livia Temple, a Roman 

temple constructed around 

15 BC. It was beautiful with 

wonderful columns located in 

a large plaza. 

 

All of these sites were close to each 

other, so we walked over to see 

Saint Maurice Cathedral, which was 

erected between the late 11th 

century and early 16th century. I 

particularly liked the face of the 

building with a plaza extending 

across the front and wide steps 

leading down to the small narrow 

square below. We stayed in Vienne 

for two nights and visited it both 

nights—the cathedral looked 

golden in the dark!   

                      (continued on next page) 

Augustus and Livia Temple, Vienne 

Cathédrale Saint-Maurice de Vienne 
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Our Latest French Adventures  (cont’d) 

My favorite place was Les Baux de Provence. I have never seen anything like it! It is quite a 

picturesque little village built on an incredible rock formation near St. Rémy. At the very 

top is a ruined castle, built in the 10th century, overlooking the whole area. The cobble-

stone medieval village is just below the castle. We stayed two nights right in the village. 

During the day it 

was overrun with 

tourists, but at 

night we had it all 

to ourselves. I will 

never forget 

viewing the sunset 

from a little stone 

plaza in the warm 

evening breeze. 

We spent the next 

morning touring 

the castle ruins, 

going up and down 

narrow uneven 

steps, seeing the 

chapel and the 

dovecote. We 

learned that traces 

of habitation have been found dating back as far as 6,000 BC, and that the site was used by 

the Celts as a hill fort around the 2nd century BC. We ate lunch with the crowd in the village 

and spent the afternoon exploring there. The Grimaldi family owned the place at one point 

and a temporary Princess Grace exhibit told her story with pictures. The pottery and 

interior colors in Les Baux were vibrant and bright: orange, red, and gold.  

 

Tom and I had a great time during the three weeks we spent in France and Italy (and two 

more in England after that!). We had lots of fun experiences: eating seafood and pasta on 

the Italian Mediterranean coast, licking ginger gelato in Genoa, looking at castles and 

Roman ruins in the Aosta Valley, eating burgers at the Buffalo Grill near Thonon-Les-Bains, 

touring around St. Tropez in a rain-storm, enjoying great Vietnamese food near Nice, 

driving in the valleys north of Nice, eating a McBaguette at the McDonalds in Vienne and 

driving over mountain passes in the Alps. When we arrived home, my first thought was, I 

am ready to go again.  

  

Castle ruins at Les Baux de Provence 
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2013 
Officers 

 SNSCA Board Members 
 

 President:  Jean-Loup Baer 
 Vice-President:  Margaret Johnson 
 Secretary/Treasurer:  Susan Hulbert 
 Corresponding Secretary:  Larry Laffrey 
    

 Board Member Responsibilities 
 

 Assoc. General Info:  Larry Laffrey 
 Dollars for Scholars:  Tom Bennett  
 Events Coordinators:  Margaret Johnson 
   Daniel Fievez 
 Historian:  Marie-Pierre Koban 
 Hosting:   
 Membership/Website:  Jean-Loup Baer 
 Public Relations:  Alaina McCallum 
 University/Scholarship:  Jean Leblon 
    
 Other Positions   
 Newsletter Editor:  Jean Leblon 
 Newsletter Layout:  Maggie McGehee 
 Volunteer Coordinator:  Margaret Johnson 
 Nantes Park:  Daniel Fievez 

 

www.seattle-nantes.org 

 


