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President’s Letter 
By Jean-Loup Baer – 
 
Seattle enjoyed a hot, dry and 
long summer. It was unusually 
hot and even muggy in Nantes, 
and all of France, this past June 
and July. I was there, along with 
a trade delegation from Seattle 
headed by Jack Cowan our 
Honorary Consul, for the 
inauguration of the “Maison des 
États-Unis.” Unfortunately, a 
couple of hours before the 
ceremony and subsequent cruise 
and dinner, my wife Diane fell in 
the street and broke her femur. 
She had become the latest victim 
of the “dents de requin”, these 
metal structures that prevent 
cars to get on the sidewalks but 
that also are ill-spaced and 
dangerous. Instead of us visiting 
the new “Maison” and partaking 
in the festivities, she was rushed 
to emergency by EMTs who 
were on the spot less than a 
minute after her fall. She was 
operated on the next day, spent 
one week in the orthopedic ward 
of Hotel-Dieu and three weeks of 
rehabilitation at Hôpital Saint-
Jacques before we could return 
home. 
 
 

 
 
As Einstein said “in the middle 
of difficulties lie 
opportunities.” So we, or 
rather Diane, were able to 
appreciate first-hand the 
French medical system team-
work approach, compare it 
with our own Health system (a 
professional interest of hers), 
and improve on her French 
medical vocabulary. Luckily, 
the two public hospitals where 
she was treated are absolutely 
tops and her American surgeon 
upon seeing the x-rays pre and 
post-operation was full of 
admiration for the “gorgeous” 
and “elegant” results. However, 
the lack of air-conditioning in 
her room (recall hot and 
muggy above) was not up to US 
standards. And to answer the 
most FAQ: Yes, the food in 
French hospitals is much 
better than its American 
counterpart. 
 
My own opportunities were to 
have extended visits with 
Mariette Cassourret, the 
Nantes-Seattle-Jacksonville  
 
             (continued on next page) www.seattle-nantes.org 
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President’s Letter  (cont’d) 
 
President, and other members of her 
Association and with Christine Renard, the 
official in charge of twinning at Nantes-
Métropole. I would like to thank them 
again for the enormous moral and 
logistical support that they provided 
during our stay. This showed me, once 
again, the main reason behind Sister Cities, 
namely connections between people.  
Another important facet of the “jumelage”, 
made abundantly clear during our 
conversations, is that they would welcome 
student exchanges (high-school age) and 
we should try and facilitate the process 
here. 
 
Coming back to the local scene, a lot has 
happened since the last issue of 
Nantesense. Let me highlight a few events 
(see related articles in this issue for more 
details). In May, Tom Bennett organized a 
forum on “Coming to Terms with Slavery” 
at City Hall that was co-sponsored by the 
Office of the Mayor and two other Sister 
Cities, Seattle-Limbe (Cameroon) and 
Seattle-Mombasa (Kenya). This 
collaboration between Sister-Cities was 
lauded by Seattle’s Office of International 
Relations and showcased as an example to 
be followed. Still in May we sponsored, 
with other Francophile organizations, a 
French film at SIFF as we have done in the 
past. Although the movie was not of the 
quality of the great success “Intouchables” 
that we had sponsored in 2012, a few of us 
had the privilege of having an interesting 
conversation and dinner after the movie  

 with the director Justine Malle, the 
daughter of the famous director Louis 
Malle. In July, Bastille Day (14 Juillet) fell on 
a Sunday, and what better date to have a 
picnic for members of the Association! By 
all accounts it was wonderful and I am 
sorry I missed it. We won’t have a 14 Juillet 
Sunday for a few years but we’ll have 
wonderful picnics again. In August, we had 
the second annual French Opera Pique 
Nique with, as last year, excellent 
performances, great location, and most 
cooperating weather. We just wish it would 
have been better attended. 
 
On the horizon we have our Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on November 17 at the 
same welcoming location as the last couple 
of years, the North City Bistro in Shoreline. 
We will have dinner, a talk by Sebrena Burr 
from the Noisette family whose roots in 
Nantes date from the slave trade, and a few 
(short) business items. I am looking 
forward to seeing you there and to talk to 
you about ideas and projects you would 
like us to be involved in next year. 
 
Finally, we need some new energetic 
volunteers on our Board. Anyone 
interested in the Sister City concept, school 
exchanges, fund raising for scholarships, 
organizing hosting for Nantes visitors, 
events to promote French culture etc. 
please raise your hands at the AGM when 
we seek nominations for the Board. If you 
are still hesitating, let us talk about it over a 
cup of coffee, or preferably a glass of wine. 
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From the Editor 

 
By Jean Leblon – 
 
Our board of directors has been strengthened lately by the addition of several new 

members. Our AGM (annual general meeting) on November 17 will be an opportunity to 

get acquainted with them and with the responsibilities they have taken on. Our guest 

speaker will be Mrs. Sebrena Burr, a member of the Noisette family who, with 56 other 

family members, went to Nantes last year to visit the Slavery Abolition Memorial and 

reconnect with their French family members. 

At the AGM, I most sincerely hope that we will have the great pleasure of seeing Tom 

Bennett in our midst. Tom’s contributions to the association have been immense 

throughout the years of his long devotion to its mission. Lately he has been slowed down by 

ill health, as well as by a concern for his wife Marilyn’s health. Through it all, Tom has kept 

abreast of our activities and important discussions, and he has continued to give us his 

precious advice. Thank you, Tom, be well and come join us! 

It has been my pleasure to prepare our newsletter for the last several years, to gather and 

present reports and illustrations of the association’s past and future events and activities.  

By now, because of age and several new responsibilities, the time has come for me to think 

of “passing the torch” to a successor as soon as one is ready to take over. Please let us know 

if you are interested.    
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Annual Picnic and Barbeque 
 
This year, the Annual Picnic and Barbeque 
was held on Sunday, July 14, the actual 
Bastille Day and proved to be a quite a 
festivity!  The gathering took place on the 
sunny shores of Lake Washington under 
the shady trees at Madrona Park.  We were 
honored by the presence of two members 
of the Seattle City Council: Richard Conlin, 
accompanied by Mrs. Conlin, chatted and 
posed for pictures with guests; Tom 
Rasmussen, our representative on the 
council, came bearing a contribution of 
food. The turnout was terrific not only 
with members, families and friends, but 
also several recent scholarship winners 
who shared their past experiences or what 
they are looking forward to in the near 
future 

 After people had feasted on their 
barbecued items and the amazing set of 
shared side dishes, Lyric Soprano Sarah 
Fletcher sang several songs of Edith Piaf, 
among others, and rounded out the 
performance by inviting everyone to join 
her in singing La Marseillaise.  The event 
was a memorable one for all, and we look 
forward to even more people joining next 
year. 

 

     
Enjoying the shade in the heat of Bastille Day 
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     La Marseillaise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seattle-Nantes Blazes New Trail for Seattle 
Sister Cities 

 
By Tom Bennett – 
 
Seattle Deputy Mayor Darryl Smith introduced a groundbreaking event at City Hall on May 
1, 2013 to begin a program jointly sponsored by Seattle-Nantes, Seattle-Mombasa, and 
Seattle-Limbe Sister City Associations. Deputy Mayor Smith announced that this was the 
first time that different Seattle sister cities had worked together to sponsor a joint event 
like this, and he and Mayor Mike McGinn  hoped that this would be the beginning of many 
more opportunities for individual sister cities to cooperate on such projects. President 
Ruperta Alexis of Seattle-Limbe and President Dr. Robin Jones of Seattle-Mombasa worked 
with former President Tom Bennett of Seattle-Nantes to make this possible. 
         (continued on next page) 
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SNSCA Blazes New Trail  (cont’d) 
 
The evening featured a brief history of slavery and a virtual tour of the Monument to the 
Abolition of Slavery which was dedicated in Nantes last year (see previous issue of 
Nantesense). LueRachelle Brim-Donahoe of Brim Atkins and Associates talked about the 
current situation in many African countries in which the people running the governments 
have no control over the global companies which exploit these countries’ rich resources 
and pay nominal fees to the government class. The result is that many of these countries 
which are rich in natural resources are home to many of the poorest people on earth. To 
emphasize this situation, guests from Congo and Zaïre were introduced to describe how the 
standard of living in those countries had changed little from the time when the countries 
were colonies of European powers. The evening ended with a powerful talk by Zemeheret 
Seare, a member of one of the local groups fighting slavery in Eritrea and neighboring 
countries. Zemeheret introduced others from his group who spoke passionately about the 
kidnapping, torture, and slavery which exist in those countries today. 
 

Introductions were also made of Orianne Kerneis, who will be working with the French-
American Chamber of Commerce as a Young Ambassador from France, and of members of 
the Noisette Family, descendants of two ancestors who left Nantes about 200 years ago, 
one to stay in France and the other to settle eventually in the United States. Both branches 
of the family met for a reunion in Nantes during the Memorial dedication. Sebrena Burr, a 
Seattle teacher, introduced several members of her family and spoke enthusiastically of the 
welcome they received in Nantes and of the Memorial’s meaning to them. 
 

Sebrena Burr will be the speaker at our annual dinner on November 17. You will hear more 
about this event in this issue and forthcoming e-mails. Plan to join us for a very interesting 
evening. 
 

You can watch a video of the entire May 1 event on Seattle Channel at 
http://www.seattlechannel.org/videos/video.asp?ID=5591324  



SEATTLE-NANTES SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION                                                        OCTOBER 2013 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 

  
Annual General Meeting  - Nov. 17, 2013 

 

     
 Please join us for the Annual General 

Meeting on Sunday November  17, at 
North City Bistro, 1520 NE 177th St, in 
Shoreline.  Come to mingle with members 
and friends at 4:30pm, with dinner served 
at 5:00pm, followed by a short business 
meeting.  
 

 Guest speaker Sebrena Burr of the 
Noisette family, will speak about their 
recent family reunion and her 
background as a descendant of this 
unique family in Nantes. More details 
to follow soon on our website, or 
contact Margaret Johnson at 
Margaret.johnson@seattle-nantes.org. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Annual Sister City Reception  
 
By Jean-Loup Baer – 
 
The 17th Annual Sister City Reception took place on May 9 at the Seattle City Hall. Over 300 
attendees, including the Mayor and several City Council members, enjoyed the dynamic 
entertainment and the food based on recipes provided by the 4 focus cities: Chongqing 
(China), Limbe (Cameroon), Perugia (Italy) and Tashkent (Uzbekistan). 
 
Washington State’s Lieutenant Governor Brad Owen was the guest of honor and recounted 
how the first non-stop transpacific flight from Misawa (Japan) to East Wenatchee led to the 
two cities becoming Sister Cities, one of 120 such twinning in our state. 
 
Although the reception is quite successful in bringing together members of different 
associations, there is a perceived need to open it up more towards the general public so 
that the Sister Cities programs and accomplishments can be made more visible. A 
Committee is evaluating the reception in its present form and is open to suggestions (I’ll 
transmit if you have any).  
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Our 2013 French Opera Pique-Nique 
 
By Daniel Fievez – 
 
Our Pique-Nique started with some 
apprehension about the weather, with a 
report of impending rain. Fortunately the 
rain came at midnight on Friday night with 
a deluge. So Saturday, the lawn was freshly 
washed as we put the stage and scenery 
together, brought in the piano, and set up 
tables and chairs. The cloud cover of 
Sunday morning soon disappeared and a 
bright sunny afternoon greeted the event. 
We had about 75 people join us.  
 
The program started with a baroque trio, 
to which four young Ballet Bellevue 
students danced on the lawn followed by 
ballerinas, also from Ballet Bellevue. The 
aria presentations started with Sarah 
Fletcher teasing the audience with a rose 
while singing “L'amour est un oiseau 
rebelle,” and throwing the rose to the 
Tenor Tim Janecke. On the afternoon 
program were solos, duets, quartets, and 
ensembles which included Sopranos Tess 

  
 
Altiveros Ritter and Sarah Fletcher, 
Baritone Ryan Bebe, and Bass Baritone Yu 
Seok Oh. They were accompanied by 
Glenda Williams who is remarkable for 
bringing these talented singers together on 
short notice and without rehearsal. We 
ended the program with the audience 
joining the ensemble in singing “La vie en 
rose.” 
 
Attendees who were at the 2012 Pique-
Nique said that this year was better, and I 
thought last year was perfect. The only 
glitch was the misprinting of a French 
statement in the program. While I don't 
know how the words came out different 
from those sent to the printer, I take full 
responsibility for the goof. None of us want 
garbled French.  
 
Thank you to all who came, and for 
allowing us to present this very wonderful 
afternoon again. 

 

     
Ballet Bellevue ballerina 
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Tess Altiveros Ritter, soprano          Ryan Bebe, baritone 
 
     

     
Yu Seok Oh, bass baritone;          Tim Janecke, Sarah Fletcher, and  
Tim Janecke, baritone;            Daniel Fievez, co-director 
Sara Fletcher, soprano  
 
 

     
Some “petits rats” of Ballet Bellevue         Rebecca Queitzsch, teacher at  
           Ballet Bellevue 



SEATTLE-NANTES SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION                                                        OCTOBER 2013 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 

New Members 
 
We welcome our new members, among 
them a recent scholarship winner and 
several volunteers who have attended our 
recent events and helped with their 
organization. 
 
 

 Aza Allen 
Samantha Clute  
Margaryta Dubrava 
Madison Hagen 
Stephanie Mock 
Daniel Ruiz Rodriguez 
Meg Tronquet  
 

 

Nantes Park 
 
By Pamela-Ann Hughes – 
 

This is the second time we have signed up for United Way’s ‘Day of Caring,’ a volunteer 
program which matches projects and employees of companies allowing their people to 
offer their normal work time for projects. 
 

This year a group from Microsoft saw our application and signed up to do a clean-up of 
Nantes Park. They arrived promptly and eager to get down to digging weeds, attacking 
blackberries, pruning overgrown shrubs and even removing volunteer trees. We worked 
solidly for four hours with a break for lunch, kindly supplied by the Microsoft folks. The 
group consisted of Anand  Dani, Kristie Gunderson, Jason Reiner, Grant Siedenburg, John 
Williams, Lisa Yeager and Vanina Mangano, who was their coordinator.  
 

The amount of work accomplished was amazing. A very big thank you to all concerned. 
However, members, there is still plenty left for our regular fall work in the park, and I’ll be 
contacting you soon with details. 
 

         
Before      After 
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Microsoft volunteers cleaning up Nantes Park.  Their t-shirts read: 
“Your neighbors.  Your street.  Your community.”  
 
  
 
 

La Maison des États-Unis in Nantes 
 
On Friday, June 21, 2013, before a group of about 300 guests including a delegation from 
Seattle and a number of students from Jacksonville, Robert Tate, consul of the United 
States, and Patrick Rimbert, mayor of Nantes, inaugurated what is to be known as "La 
Maison des États-Unis" at 16 bis, rue de Talensac in the center of Nantes. 
 
Mariette Cassourret, president of the Nantes-Seattle-Jacksonville Sister Cities Association 
was the driving force of this remarkably successful project, sponsored by the French 
Consulate in Rennes and the United States Embassy in Paris. In her introductory remarks, 
she noted that, “In the spirit of Nantes’ opening to the outside world, the Maison adds a 
needed window to the USA with facilities of welcome, information and exchanges open to all 
but especially to young Nantais and Americans.”  
 
Patrick Rimbert recalled that the two countries have shared a long history: "France would 
not be what it is today if Americans had not come to our aid. I rejoice at this initiative that 
will contribute to the constant strengthening of the relations between our two countries.” 
 
Robert Tate emphasized the common characters of Nantes, Seattle and Jacksonville: 
"Three cities sharing maritime traditions, three dynamic economic centers sharing innovative 
ideas, entrepreneurial spirit and international commerce.  Further, we can learn much from 
one another as we endeavor to build communities respectful of diversity, prosperous, green, 
sustainable, and flourishing culturally." 
         (continued on the next page) 
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La Maison…  (cont’d) 
 
The site is a large office space that has been organized and furnished partly as a 
comfortable sitting room, partly as a study/classroom area. Immediately upon entering, 
one gets a feeling of having stepped into a corner of home. Large beautiful photos and 
posters, many of them very "seattleite", literally cover the high walls; on some already 
bulging shelves, books offer a variety of sources on the geography and history of the states, 
economic and scientific research and, not to forgetting the fascinating American way of life.  
 

 
From left to right: Rachel Bocher, Deputy Mayor of Nantes; Jack Cowan, Honorary Consul of 
France in Seattle; Patrick Rimbert; Laurent Pénard, Talensac High School Principal and Host; 
Robert Tate; Mariette Cassourret; and Bob Donegan, President of Seattle Metro Chamber of 
Commerce   
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2013 
Officers 

 SNSCA Board Members 
 

 President:  Jean-Loup Baer 
 Vice-President:  Margaret Johnson 
 Secretary/Treasurer:  Susan Hulbert 
 Corresponding Secretary:  Larry Laffrey 
    

 Board Member Responsibilities 
 

 Association General Info:  Larry Laffrey 
 Dollars for Scholars:  Tom Bennett  
 Events Coordinators:  Margaret Johnson 
   Daniel Fievez 
 Historian:  Marie-Pierre Koban 
 Membership/Website:  Jean-Loup Baer 
 Nantes Park:  Daniel Fievez 
 Newsletter Editor:  Jean Leblon 
 Public Relations:  Alaina McCallum 
 SIFF Relations:  Garrett Studhalter 
 University/Scholarship:  Jean Leblon 
 Volunteer Coordinator:  Margaret Johnson 
    
 Volunteer Positions   
 Nantes Park:  Pamela-Ann Hughes 
 Newsletter Layout:  Maggie McGehee 

 

www.seattle-nantes.org 

 


