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this issue that we have been 

busy with our traditional 

activities: crêpe dinner, French 

Fest, and Nantes Park clean-up. 

In May, we’ll sponsor a French 

Film at SIFF (date and title still 

unknown at this point) and in 

July we’ll have our annual picnic 

at the same location as in the 

past two years. 

April is also the time when we 

receive applications for the 

Seattle-Nantes scholarships and 

the Goldmark scholarship. We 

have now a common application 

which should help both the 

applicants and the selection of 

the awardees by the Scholarship 

Committee that will convene in 

early May. 

champ 

We are so lucky to live in Seattle. 

Our giboulées de mars that might 

morph into April showers are 

nothing compared to the many 

feet of snow that have 

accumulated on the Eastern 

seaboard. Let’s just hope that the 

weather will cooperate during 

the stay of the delegation from 

Nantes that will be here April 8-

19th to celebrate the 35th 

Anniversary of our twinning. 

A Committee has been hard at 

work to plan the visit of our 12 

guests, but I will wait until after 

the fact to thank all those 

involved. In the meantime, you 

can get an idea of the visitors’ 

itinerary in this issue. Your 

involvement in many of the 

activities is more than welcome, 

indeed sometimes necessary. 

It is time now to think about our 

trip to Nantes. Our delegation is 

scheduled to arrive in Nantes on 

June 10 and stay for about a 

week. If you are interested in 

being part of the delegation 

please let us know as soon as 

possible. It would be great to tell 

the Nantes-Seattle people when 

they are here, who is planning to 

go and visit them. 

While much time is consumed on 

the preparation of the Nantais’ 

visit, you can see by looking at 

 
By Jean-Loup Baer 
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http://seattle-nantes.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SeattleNantesSCA
https://twitter.com/seattlenantes


 
 

 

 

   continued 

  
Please join me in welcoming our newest Board member, Susan Kegel. Susan has already been extremely 

active in our Association and is a superb addition to our Board. She has participated in the organization 

of the Nantes delegation’s visit and has saved the day in finding hosts for a group of high school 

students from Lycée Talensac in Nantes who will be here at approximately the same time as the Nantes 

delegation. 

I hope to see many of you in the coming weeks showing our visitors the beauty and attractions of our 

city and the friendliness of its inhabitants. 

P.S. I would be remiss if I did not use our first newsletter of the year to quote what I wrote in the first 

newsletter of last year: “For those of you who read this Newsletter and have not renewed their 

membership, please do so!” 

 

 worked for many years in high tech before deciding to stay 

home to raise her two sons. She is a docent at the Seattle Art Museum, where 

she is spearheading an effort to create STEM+Arts tours for school groups. One 

of her son’s is majoring in French and International Studies at UW, and the 

other graduated last year in Chemical Engineering. The French major, Alex, 

studied last year in Nantes with the UW study abroad program and loved his 

time there. Susan and her husband went to visit and they too found Nantes to 

be a lovely, livable city located nicely off the tourist path. Her love of the French 

language and culture goes way back - she studied at the Université de Grenoble 

when she was in college and has made many trips back to France since. 

 

By Alaina McCallum 

 

The weather turned out nice for the handful of members 

who came to the Spring Cleanup of Nantes Park on Saturday, 

March 28th. Before the volunteers started at work, grass and 

weeds dominated many of the garden beds of the pocket 

park. The volunteers worked hard to make the park look 

more presentable for when the Nantais visit the park during 

the 35th Anniversary. 

 

Pamela-Ann Hughes, who organizes the Nantes Park 

weeding parties, brought delicious croissants for volunteer 

to enjoy while they took une petite pause from the weeding. 

 

You too can visit Nantes Park the next time you are in West 

Seattle; it is located at 5062 SW Admiral Way. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

By Margaret Johnson 

 

On Sunday November 9, 2014, thirty-four of our members and guests met at the North City Bistro and 

Wine Shop in Shoreline for our Annual General Meeting. Although the weather was dark and cold, 

inside the surroundings were warm and inviting for a visit with old and new friends.  

 

Under new management and enthusiastic as ever to hold our event, we enjoyed a meal of either bœuf 

bourguignon or tarragon chicken. Dessert consisted of panna cotta. 

   

President Jean-Loup Baer reviewed the activities of the last year as well as future events. Among other 

events, he mentioned la Chandeleur, crêpe dinner, SNSCA participation in French Fest, spring and fall 

Nantes Park cleanup days, the potluck with the Nantais students, the July picnic and barbeque, and the 

Association’s efforts with the Massive Monkees. He noted that the scholarship program is now solely 

administered under Seattle-Nantes Sister City Association, rather than through a separate 

organization. Jean-Loup also mentioned the Association’s ongoing support of the Seattle International 

Film Festival, in addition to the Laurence Landois Exhibit which the Association hosted and the 

upcoming 35th Anniversary Celebration of the jumelage with Nantes.  

 

Tish Van der Muelen, past president and longtime Board Member, gave a touching and emotional 

history of the Goldmark Scholarship. She recounted that Chuck and Annie Goldmark and their young 

sons Colin and Derek were murdered in Seattle on Christmas Eve 1985. Annie Goldmark was born in 

France, and had been one of the founding members of the Seattle-Nantes Association. In 1986, a 

Goldmark Foundation was established to honor the memory of this family. In honor of Annie 

Goldmark, money was entrusted to the Seattle-Nantes Sister City Association, to enable the Association 

to award a scholarship each year to a deserving student for study of the French language and culture in 

Nantes. The Goldmark Scholarship has helped to send many students abroad to continue the legacy of 

Annie Goldmark’s commitment to sharing the ties between Seattle and Nantes.  

 

Three Board members were re-elected for a two-year term: Susan Hulbert, Jean Leblon, Larry Laffrey. 

Tom Waite was also elected to the Board.  

 

We hope to see you all next year at the AGM and at the many other activities planned before then! 

 



 
 

 

 

  

We are looking forward to the arrival of the Nantais on the night of April 8th. The 35th Anniversary 

Committee has worked hard to plan a diverse itinerary in order to provide an enriching visit for our 

guests, the Nantais. 

 

A trip to the Museum of History and Industry will be the first site the Nantais visit, which will establish a 

foundation of Seattle’s history and culture that will be built upon during the remainder of their visit. 

Other places of interest that the Nantais will visit include the Seattle Art Museum, Pike Place Market, the 

Duwamish Longhouse, Snoqualmie Falls, Tacoma, and Pioneer Square. The 35th Anniversary Committee 

arranged two dinners for the Nantais. The first one is an American potluck and barbecue at Ellen Taft’s 

home on Saturday, April 11th. The second is the Welcome Dinner on Monday, April 13th at Steelhead 

Diner near Pike Place Market.  

 

Since the last newsletter, the visit to Nantes has been changed to June 10th. It is still not too late come, so 

if you are interested, please contact Jean-Loup at jean-loup.baer@seattle-nantes.org. 

 

We hope you are able to participate in some of the events to honor the 35th Anniversary. 

 
We welcome the following members who have joined the Association since the last newsletter: 

 

Paul Deslovers         Nathan and Alexandra Facchini              Lois VanOttingham and Eric Schaeffer
  

 

By Alaina McCallum 

 
This year the Seattle-Nantes Scholars and Goldmark Scholarships have 

the same deadline, April 15th. The Seattle-Nantes Scholars scholarship 

supports college and high school seniors who have a passion for 

French and are pursing French studies at a Washington college. The 

Goldmark Scholarship is awarded a college student studying in Nantes. 

If you or anyone you know fits this criteria, visit seattle-

nantesscholars.org to learn more and apply. 

 

Many of our scholarship recipients are able to apply their French skills 

in their careers. Sylvie Stellmacher, the 2012 Goldmark recipient, 

states, “I was mistaken for a French native at the UN. The mistake 

happened because of the scholarship to Nantes. My dream is to use my 

French after medical school to work with Doctors without Borders.” 

 

The Scholarship Committee will meet in early May to interview the 

candidates for this year’s scholarships. 

 



 
 

 

 

  

By Tom Waite 

 

The idea of studying French in France may appeal 

to some of you.  As a member of the Seattle-

Nantes Association, I thought I would enroll in a 

semester-long course to study French at the 

Université de Nantes.  I arrived in early January 

after obtaining my student visa.  I found that 

French customs officials have a sense of humor 

when this 60-something showed his visa étudiant. 

 

Nantes, as many of you know, is a very pleasant 

city of about 300,000. It is easy to get around by 

tram and bus, and my daily commute involves 

walking for a mile along the Erdre River. The 

international section of the City of Nantes has 

gone out of its way to assure that I am included in 

watching a gospel music group and a dinner for 

the American consul for western France:  

 

As a former Boeing employee, I thoroughly 

enjoyed taking the public tour of the large Airbus 

subassembly facility in nearby Saint Nazaire. But 

even in bad weather; having coffee outside in the 

morning or hot chocolate outside in the afternoon 

at a brasserie is, of course, a real treat. In 

addition, the Nantais are very friendly to an 

American who speaks a bit of French; and are 

quite encouraging to a student of their language. 

 

Everyday life proceeds as it does in the first 

world; with some well-known cultural 

differences: the boulangerie has wonderful bread; 

I’ve mentioned the café society; and society still 

begins with family: on Sundays one can see the 

grandparents, parents, and children enjoying a 

walk before after their Sunday lunch. 

 

Nantes is a welcoming city; if you haven’t visited, 

you should. 

 

By Alaina McCallum 

 

On Sunday, March 22nd, SNSCA volunteers 

unpacked boxes of French books and pulled 

out the Nantais flag to partake in this year’s 

French Fest. SNSCA had the same location as 

last year up in the mezzanine. There was a 

good amount of foot traffic, especially because 

people were drawn upstairs for the baguette 

contest. 

 

At the SNSCA booth, visitors could test their 

Nantes trivia, learn about the sister city 

relationship, win a cork drawing prize, enter 

the raffle, or buy a French book. French Fest 

provides a wonderful opportunity to share 

what the Association does with all the 

Francophiles that attend the event. The book 

sale is not only a great attraction, but an 

important fundraiser for the scholarships. 

This year’s books sale was a success. 

 

Thanks to everyone who visited the booth 

during the event, and to the volunteers that 

helped make it another successful French 

Fest. 
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May  Sponsor a film at the Seattle Film Festival. The film and 

  exact date is to be determinded. 

 

July 12th Annual Picnic and Barbecue at Madrona Park 

 


