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President’s Letter 
By Larry Laffrey 
 
I am delighted to have been chosen to lead our association as president of the board 
for 2016. As a six-year member of Seattle-Nantes Sister City Association (the last three 
on the board), I cannot claim the long “institutional memory” that so many of you 
have. I would like to express special thanks to outgoing board president Jean-Loup 
Baer; he has been a great help to me in this transition. 

As I chaired my first board meeting in early January, I shared one of my core goals for 
the year ahead: to grow and diversify the membership of our association. We then 
went around the room and heard each board member express what they would like to 
see SNSCA accomplish this year. There was remarkable consensus around increasing 
our member base. As a current member, I urge you to approach colleagues and friends 
who might be prospective members of Seattle-Nantes. 

My career in administering college-level student exchange has paralleled my lifelong 
passion for international travel and citizen exchange. Though I could not accompany 
our Seattle group on its 35th Anniversary sojourn to Nantes last summer, I really 
enjoyed coordinating large parts of the reciprocal Seattle visit of our French 
counterparts in April. 

So I share with you my principal vision for the work of our group: to rededicate 
ourselves to the primacy of citizen exchange. That does not necessarily mean having 
more reciprocal delegation travel, but it does mean that our focus can be more 
outward looking, creating more opportunities for interaction with our SNSCA friends 
and colleagues in France. We want to explore the potential for increased and enhanced 
contact in coming months, and hope that you are willing to share your ideas with us. 

Best wishes for a great year ahead! 

 
 
 
 

Last fall, Jean-Loup Baer and Larry Laffrey 
attended the Washington State Sister 
Cities Conference held at the Nordic 
Heritage Center in Seattle.  
There were representatives from Seattle’s 
other sister cities as well as those from 
around the state.  The conference provided 
the opportunity to learn about different 
projects sister cities are pursuing to help 
stimulate their international partnerships. 

 



 

 
 

A Note from the Editor  

 
 

By Alaina McCallum 
 
The newsletter provides the membership and 
the community with the opportunity to stay 
current with the Seattle-Nantes Sister City 
Association’s activities. 

With the start of the new year, the Association 
announces some exciting changes. In this 
newsletter, you will find a letter from our new 
president Larry Laffrey, information about our 
new website, as well as reports from recent 
Seattle-Nantes events. This month’s feature 
article comes from Mariette Cassourret, 
president of the Nantes-Seattle-Jacksonville 
Sister City Association. She outlines the 
arguments for and against the new airport that 
is being built outside of Nantes.  

Thank you for your continual support. I hope you 
enjoy all the Seattle-Nantes updates! The 
Association looks forward to seeing you at future 
events! 

 

The New Website 

At the start of 2016 the Association unveiled a new 
website, which had been in the works for a number of 
years.  
 
One of the main goals of the new website was to make 
it easy to maintain. The new site is hosted by wix.com, 
a web development platform that uses drag and drop 
tools. With this technology, it is unnecessary to know 
html in order to update the site.  
 
Creating a new site provided the opportunity for the 
Board to evaluate the site’s content. For example, 
there was consensus that Scholarships should receive 
its own page on the site. The Board also discussed 
ways to make it more user-friendly as well as make 
information more accessible. 
 
Email is the Association’s predominant mode of 
communication with the membership. In transferring 
the website to a new host, we lost the email 
component, which was previously linked to the 
website. With the new site, the Board is able to send 
out a limited number of news blasts each month. To 
supplement this, we are also using the email 
seattlenantessca@gmail.com.	   The Board is still 
working to make email communication more effective 
under the new format. 
 
Thank you to Jean-Loup Baer who did an excellent job 
maintaining the previous site that he adapted some 
years ago.	  

Membership Renewal  
 

If you are reading this issue and have not renewed 
your membership for 2016, could you please do so 
by either sending a check to: 
 
                         SNSCA 
                         5108 1st Av NW 
                         Seattle WA 98107 
 
Or using the Donate button on our website. 
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The Association's new home page.  



 

Annual General Meeting 
By Margaret Johnson 
Photos by Michael Menkin 
 
On Sunday, November 8, 2015, twenty-seven of our 
members and guests met at the North City Bistro and Wine 
Shop in Shoreline for our Annual General Meeting. Before 
being seated for dinner, people had a chance to mingle 
and enjoy artfully prepared appetizers and specially chosen 
French wine. We enjoyed entrées of either roasted organic 
chicken breast or grilled prime top sirloin steak, and side 
dishes to compliment them. Dessert consisted of honey 
panna cotta with Brandied Cherries. North City Bistro 
continues to provide us a wonderful venue and thoughtful 
menus for this event.    
 
President Jean-Loup Baer reviewed the activities of the last 
year and spoke of future events. Among other events, he 
mentioned la Chandeleur crêpe dinner, SNSCA 
participation in French Fest, Nantes Park cleanup days, the 
upcoming July picnic and barbeque, and the recent 
jumelage events. Jean-Loup also mentioned the 
Association’s ongoing support of the Seattle International 
Film Festival.  
 
Board Members Alaina McCallum and Larry Laffrey 
recounted the delegation visits of the 35th Anniversary of 
our jumelage with Nantes. The October 2015 edition of our 
newsletter, Nantesense, details the festivities that occurred 
during the commemoration of the 35th Anniversary of our 
twinning with Nantes, but it was great to hear from Alaina 
and Larry in person about the events that were held.    
 
Three Board members were re-elected for a two-year term: 
Alaina McCallum, Jean-Loup Baer, and Margaret Johnson. 
Susan Kegel was also elected to the Board.  
 
We hope to see you all next year at the AGM and at the 
many other activities planned before then! 
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Celebrating Thanksgiving with the Nantais 

By Tom Waite 

An invitation to Thanksgiving dinner with the Nantes-Seattle-Jacksonville Sister City Association? Terrific, I thought; what 
a great opportunity to celebrate an American holiday while I was studying French in Nantes.  However, what would 
Thanksgiving dinner in France be like? 

My friend Patricia Gave and I arrived at 7:30 p.m. at La Cour Talensac in accord with the invitation. It was already busy 
with people, and we said hello to Mariette Cassourret, the president of the Nantes-SJSCA and others that we knew. A 
number of my fellow American students from the intensive French program at the University of Nantes were there, but as 
the only post-60 student, I was, again, the oldest student among more typical college students. The rest of the audience 
was more diverse, with other Americans, but the large majority were French citizens, both young and “more mature” who 
were as interested in an American Thanksgiving as I was. We sat at a table with French citizens, and I was able to compare 
notes with another lawyer, one who practices in Nantes. 

After a glass of champagne as we entered, we listened to a French couple sing several French songs. Dinner began with 
the main course of turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, and French green beans and of course baguette.  All was prepared 
in the French method, and was delicious. But in contrast to my (and perhaps your) experience with Thanksgiving dinner 
in the US, it was not buffet style, but was a formal restaurant seating.  And there was no passing of the dishes of food a 
second (and a third, and a fourth…) time. There was a brief interruption as Mariette and two representatives of the City of 
Nantes welcomed the Americans and said how pleased they were to celebrate Thanksgiving with us. The sentiments were 
genuine, and we were very thankful to be there. Dessert was pumpkin pie, of course, but it was a tart, not quite pie, but 
wonderfully light and tasty.  It was wonderful to experience another culture’s interpretation of our holiday, and simply 
made it more special.  Both red and white wines were provided, and we lingered over the dessert.  

As with most of you, I cherish my Thanksgiving dinners with family in the United States, but being welcomed to a 
Thanksgiving dinner with friends in Nantes was a special treat.  

 Photos courtesy of Maison des États-Unis  
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Visit ing the Impressionist Exhibit  
 
 
 

By Susan Kegel 

On December 19th, eighteen SNSCA members and friends 
gathered at the Seattle Art Museum for an amazing private 
tour of the Intimate Impressionism exhibit. Kevin Stant, one 
of SAM’s most knowledgeable docents, led us with witty and 
insightful commentary from Manet through Morisot, Renoir, 
Monet, Boudin, Pissarro and Forain to Cézanne. We saw 
how Manet, even though he didn’t like dogs, painted them 
with a warmth expression that was lacking in his portraits of 
women. We compared Renoir’s painting of Madame Monet 
with one by Manet done at the same time. We learned why 
Cézanne painted so many apples. We saw the roles of 
women in Parisian society as well as that of cats and dogs. 
Kevin had even photographed his dining room table from 
different viewpoints to show us how Cézanne had inspired 
Cubism. Following the tour we had a lovely lunch in SAM’s 
restaurant where we continued the conversation about art, 
French culture, and travel.   

	  

	  
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

Thank-You Receptions for Hosts 
 
The hosts of the 35th Anniversary delegation and 
Nantais student group were invaluable to the 
success of the celebration. The Board organized 
two receptions as a means of emphasizing our 
gratitude to the hosts as well as receive comments 
and suggestions from them in order to improve 
how we prepare future hosts for the experience.  
 
The reception to thank the hosts of the Nantais 
student group was on October 18th at Ellen Taft’s 
house. Jean-Loup and Diane Bear welcomed the 
hosts of the 35th Anniversary delegation to their 
house on December 13th.  
 
Unfortunately, not all the hosts were able to 
attend the receptions, but the Association would 
like to extend another big thanks to all the hosts! 
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Video project: 
Why Learn French? 

By Michael Thomas 
 
The video aims to inspire young American students to 
learn French. It is commissioned by the Académie de 
Nantes, which is an academic district of the French 
Ministry of Education.  
 
The video is tentatively called “Why Learn French?” 
and targeted at middle school and high school 
students. It will be about 10 minutes long and 
conducted in English. To demonstrate how French is 
useful in a variety of fields, the video will consist of a 
series of interviews from those fields.  
 
Some potential interviewees may be from but not 
limited to: 

• International companies: Amazon, Boeing, 
Expedia, Microsoft, Starbucks 

• Associations: Alliance Française, Nantes-
Seattle Sister City Association 

• US Government: French Embassy, Peace 
Corps, Military  

• Nonprofit organizations: Bill and Melinda 
Gate Foundation 
 

All interviews must be completed by June 2016. If you 
are willing to participate in this video, please contact 
Michael Thomas at armeen.thomas@gmail.com. 

On January 21st, Michael Thomas organized a presentation about the 
Passepartout program for French teachers in the Puget Sound area. 
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Immersion Program 
for High School Students 

 
Passepartout is an immersion program based on 
reciprocity between high school students in the Académie 
de Nantes and Washington State. At the January board 
meeting, Michael Thomas from Nantes gave a 
presentation about the program. In conjunction with the 
principle of reciprocity, participants spend two to three 
months hosting, and then are welcomed for a two-to-three-
month stay in the home of the student they have just 
hosted.  
 
Michael is spending the academic year in Seattle on behalf 
of the Académie de Nantes to establish more partnerships 
between schools. Since the program began there has been 
an increasing number of students involved each year. Last 
school year there were 20 American participants and 26 
French participants. In addition to the immersion program, 
the school partnerships encourage cultural and 
educational projects between classes. 
 
Passepartout grew out of an agreement between the State 
of Washington and the Region of Nantes in seeking to 
encourage partnerships between French and American 
schools and to promote mutual understanding and global 
education. The first Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) was signed in 2010 and was renewed in 2012. The 
MOU is scheduled to be renewed again later this year.  
 
You can learn more about the program by visiting 
http://www.passepartoutprogram.wordpress.com. 
 



 

The Pros and the Cons of the New Airport near Nantes 

Nantes’ current airport, Nantes Atlantique, is located five miles from the city center. More than 4 million passengers pass through 
Nantes Atlantique annually, and this number is growing each year. Due to the airport’s close proximity to the city, it is unable to 
expand. A project was started 46 years ago to build a new airport at Notre-Dames-des-Landes, 20 miles from Nantes. Since its 
inception, the project of a new airport has generated a lot of controversy among Nantes citizens. The project remained merely as an 
idea until 2008 when the government formally accepted the proposal outlining its public benefits. Progress on the new airport has 
been slow, however the government most recently gave the authorization to start building and the renewed controversy has made 
the front page of national newspapers. 

Mariette Cassourret, president of our counterpart in Nantes, was kind enough to shed some light on the subject by providing the 
pros and cons of building the new airport.  

 Here are some arguments supporting the new 

airport: 

- Less noise pollution 
- Greater security because of planes not flying over 

Nantes 
- Job creation  

 
Here are some arguments opposing the new 

airport: 

- Destruction of a protected species zone where five 
new species were recently found  

- Destruction of agricultural land 
- Loss of jobs for cattle farmers who refused to sell 

their land, livestock, or home. (Speeches 
discussed this at the 2015 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, and it caused ecologists to 
grind their teeth). 

- A lot of companies have moved in around the 
Airbus factories [located next to Nantes 
Atlantique], and they need to current airport to 
remain 

- Other regional airports already exist in Rennes 
and in Saint-Nazaire  

 
The current airport is located in the village of Bouguenais. 
Françoise Verchère, the former mayor of Bouguenais, has 
been against this project and published a book titled La 

Fabrication d’un mensonge d’État (The Fabrication of a 
Government’s Lie). The book can be read on Nantais 
blogger Eric Chalmel’s site:                       . 
http://etatsetempiresdelalune.blogspot.fr/2016/01/un-
document-evenement-sur-notre-dame.html  

	  

An aerial view of the future airport in Notre-Dame-des-Landes. 
Photo courtesy of Nantes.FuturAeroport.fr. 
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 Voici quelques arguments défendus par ceux qui 

souhaitent ce nouvel aéroport: 

- Moins de nuisance sonore  
- Sécurité car pas de survol de la ville  
- Création d'emplois 

         
Arguments de ceux qui sont contre:  

- Destruction d'espèces protégées (on a découvert 
encore 5 nouvelles espèces) destructions des terres 
agricoles 

- Pertes d'emploi pour les agriculteurs éleveurs qui 
refusent de vendre leurs terres, leurs bétails et leurs 
maisons (les grands discours prononcés lors de la 
COP 21 font grincer les dents des écologistes) 

- Beaucoup d'entreprises sont installées autour des 
usines AIRBUS et ont besoin du maintien de 
l'aéroport actuel   

- De plus il existe déjà un aéroport à Rennes et à St 
Nazaire 

 
Françoise Verchère ancien Maire de Bouguenais, commune 
sur laquelle est situé l'aéroport actuel, à toujours été contre ce 
projet et publie un livre intitulé «La Fabrication d'un 
mensonge d' Etat». Ce texte peux être lu sur le blog du 
Nantais Eric Chalmel. 

	  



 

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

	  

SNSCA Board Members 
 
 

OFFICERS 

President: Larry Laffrey 
Vice-President: Margaret Johnson 

Treasurer: Susan Hulbert 
Secretary: Alaina McCallum 

 
 

MEMBERS 

Jean-Loup Baer 
Susan Hulbert 

Margaret Johnson  
Susan Kegel 
Larry Laffrey 
Jean Leblon 

Alaina McCallum 
Ellen Taft 

Tom Waite 
 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

Events Coordinator: Margaret Johnson 
General Information: Larry Laffrey 

Membership: Jean-Loup Baer 
Newsletter Editor: Alaina McCallum 

Scholarship: Jean Leblon and Bunny Schmidley 
Volunteer Coordinator: Margaret Johnson 

Website: Alaina McCallum 
	  

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 6TH  
La Chandeleur crêpe dinner at the Hangar Café 
 
MARCH 20th  
French Fest at the Seattle Center 
 
APRIL 
Nantes Park Clean Up (tentative) 
 
 	  

A Weeklong Immersion  
in Nantes for Adults 

 
This summer there is a great opportunity to spend a 
week exploring Nantes while simultaneously studying 
French. The Maison des États-Unis, in conjunction with 
the Université Permantente de Nantes, is hosting 
an immersion program in Nantes for adults.  
 
The program runs from June 27th to July 2nd. Each 
morning participants will have three hours of class at 
the Université Permanente de Nantes. The activities in 
the afternoon will be organized by the Maison des 
États-Unis. 
 
Classes and lunch will cost 250€, however members of 
the sister city in Nantes will provide free 
accommodation and meals. It will also be possible to 
extend your stay for a second week. 
 
The sign up date is May 15th. For more information, 
visit our website at www.seattle-nantes.org. 
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Scholarship Update 

Leading up to the end of 2015, the Scholarship 
Committee co-chairs Jean Leblon and Bunny 
Schmidley worked on publicizing and raising money 
for the scholarships. They sent out a letter to French 
teachers in Washington to inform them of the two 
scholarships the Association offers, the Goldmark and 
the Seattle-Nantes Scholars.  The fundraising effort 
consisted of a solicitation letter sent out to former 
donors.  

If you know a student studying abroad in Nantes or 
studying French at a Washington college, please send 
them to the Scholarship Page on the website; there 
they can find the application and other scholarship 
details. The application deadline is April 15th. 


